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YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 


of  tite  geegfter  1955  Monthly  li&rr%tiv^  Report 


a^ort  lad 


since  1B|9  j 


»th  g«c.  precipitation  4»06,  record 
b  44"  *  ad&iiaum  17°.     Pwk  mix,  1*4  , 
anew  depths  at  South,     take  firetai* 


2*46  visitors.    1,363*515  for  1955  year?  all-*tte  rsieord, 

.>wMBDbUe  &  2  anowplane  s^ssngers  in  Sec.    ftoat 


Di  rhetor  Bakar  in*    KPS  banter®  left* 


L-2 

2 


Stagers  to  Denver  ^s&ljfpi&asti  aisnuai  letf*.     Qraaps  to 
Qardlaer  Ou  of  Ooen*  aaetteg*    fterfc  Co.  Bed  &  Qua  QLufe 
■•at  and  asuthMfint  District  Hanb«  Wildlife  Fed.  asset. 
SartouB  to  $fls8cui&  re  blister  rust.    Rablnaon  on  Bqpip~ 
a«nt  Survey  Eaass.  Reg*  Four.    Eeynolda  back  frea  FBI 
School  &  leave.    MelttlliB  to  riiverton  for  surplus. 
Jeff*  assisted  Ispies  on  history  keek.    *Mtbmm  ft 
tfoKUmoit  ansu&i  leave*    staff  acting,    Federal 
Service  &o£r«nee  Ixaau     Teton  radio  frequency  stage* 
:*»%e»bile  trips     ,  Jail,  to  Old  Faithful  nHsuaed.    lew 
tins  sheets*  3-3 


■■■. 
uioo.tliB#i.    School  daristMs  pnagraias  &  vaeatieMu  4 


fire.  Louise  Sehnid*  mother  of 

Daughters  bom  to  Mr,  s  Mrs.  .foscqpn  Deleter  ane 


Hyde  e*e*g«  -unitary  JEhgU&eer,  GS-U,  red 

pmaotod  to  3ap*  Park  lianger,  G3-4»    <bseph  Oof fe 
position  reallocated  to  IftaagasJBit  Aae&*$  Q&-11.      .inona 
Moore,  (3tatk-atano?  resigned!  Alice  Harp!?  tegae.  a|fyt. 
Heeert  !&Mnaon  pes.  re&lloeatod  to  KqulpwBBfc  Supervisor. 
GS-U.    Seasonal  tersdnatlona  &  teap*  on**  4-5 


5 
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Building  fire  traislag  f Hob  aheaau    Weekly  Hewe* 

2  auto  accidents  with  Govt,  ears,  1  hitting  buffalo. 
t  Annual  bldg*  fire  hasard  inspection  Huaaoth  area* 
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Hews  items  appeared  re  elk  1  buffalo  reduction,  Tower 
Bridge,  &  YPOo.  contract.     Elk  picture©  sent  P&sk  Co. 

Broadside  dur^y  seat.     95,?30  broadsides  on  Iwuid. 


3  oil  paintings  by  Robert  tfiUiams  received. 

>K3eyserla»d»  Him  loaned* 

Christasas  service,  Osndle-Lii^it  Service,  rsgaiar  church, 
-■lay  School,    (footing  of  3upt.  Church  Oes&d&tee, 

Beavers  taken  from  MaK»th  water  supply;  skinned  for 
ssuseun  use.     Insect  collection  sunt  Am.  Museua  of 

Natural  History  lor  mem&x®. tion,  ate. 

Mature  Ho tee. 

YPCb.  &  Hamilton  contracts  scheduled  for  hearings  by 
House  Rspresontativts  Cosudttee  .in  Jan*    TPGo.  contract 
provides  $3,500*000  iisfsroveaent  program.    J-tedieal 
Service  permit  sent  in*    Hichola  left  Helena  for  La 
Jclla,    Drawings  YPCa*  Canyon  deveXepejent  approved  by 
<-4aah.  Office.     Annual  Report  i  franchise  fee  Hamilton 
received,     -.yo.  Tell.  Vsxk  Ceaotlsoifln  aet  re.  State 
acquiring  concessions.     Dr.  Brosius  away.     £PCo*  garage 
closed  for  winter.    TPCo,  franchise  fee  received. 


5 
6 

6 


6 

6 


7-8 


Bxch  WMNpiLoidng  aad  sanding.    E&ins  It  thaw  caused 

bad  rock  slides  Gardiner  read.     Tbu^i  plowing  anticipated. 

Hi^i  winds  blew  down  aa»y  treee  on  roads  e  phone  lines} 

plow  to  West  to  fix  linen,  9 


Srsiei  attended  meetings,  tsmd®  inspections*    Hunting 
patrols,  buffalo  &  elk  reduction,  transporting  linemen 

to  fix  phone  lines,  8 


1  case  tried  for 
Brown  away  2 


elk  carcass  fr* 


ark.     Judge 


it  j  observations  by  Kittens*     limiting 
Gardiner- Jardine  area  reopened  10th;  possibly  1,000' 
elk  out  than.       stunts  900  taken  by  mid  Bee.     Meeting 
attended,  of    v..  Montana  Wildlife  Fed,;  Gallatin  elk 
discussed.    Data  for  reproduction  studies,    Mont*  Fish 
&  Game  man  &  Kittaas  discussed  tagging  A  aoveBMnts. 
info  on  4  elk  killed.     Classification. 


MP 


99  live  trapped?  195  direct  control  to  date,   la  . 
Prisons  contract  with  John  Ricks,  Livingston,  butcher 
up  to  2,000.  Sstisated  hunter  Jdll  Gardiner  area  900; 


Gallatin 


m* 
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scontlntted  12th  -with  356  takm;   few  wore  say 

be  killed  to  Jtamty*  10 

flSHt  Mooting  with  For, 

re  die-off  of  fish  In  Gardner  Rivers.  10 

I  Idlift  s"t  submitted*  10 

2  deer  observed  parmied  by  1 1  ^ting  in 

Gardicier-Jardiae  arm  closed  4t:  .  11 

Observations  Kittens  ffi  ;©|  mofe  is  ice-crusted*      11 

Fir©  Atlas  inclusions,     fwtions  for  Annual  Forestry 
Report*    U.|$itning  firs  reecpSs  sent  Forest  Service 

at  Missoula,*  XL 

Barrows  somf©rr^d  with  For.  s^rv.  Blister  Bust  mm 

'lssou>-  -sisrted  m.  mv®r&  proposed  areas*  11-12 

forest  .T&arvie*  proposed  new  bndwo«&  spraying  areas* 

•ties  fish  Mortality*    .  ij  caused  by  spraying.  13-13 

TRAILS!  'frail  sign  ^ork  curtailed  due  shortage  personnel.         13 

_    r,^  6  horses  &  1  sale  unserviceable  &  or  13 

B         i*wk  en  POP*    IFGo.  Canyon  plans  approved  in  Wash* 
Office. 


HEM  CO^milCTIO^t       Construction  projects  closed  dov<  uiting  plans 

Canyon  elsetri©  system  &  Fishing  Bridge  e«spground 
comfort  stations*  14 

imLXfX£Si  Mountain  States  Tel.  4  Tel*  xasei  in  re  proposal  iter 

that  Co.  to  furnish  telephone  service  in  park.  14 
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DFF1CE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


UNITED  STATES  Isperfc  b& 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 

U,  1956 


&>i  lh»  m&mt&T 


Hsisttsiy  fl«po.rt  to  nmrngbmr  1955 

BeOasadbag  %®  Hi*  r#j^rfc  ©f  mUvltims  for  ?«UoM«t«M 
&&§e  tat$£  the  nosfch  ©£  Dee«Rft»«r  1955: 


.iter  was  gmcrallsr  UJoaettXad  with 

tpitetieti*    Sunt  stomas  ii&&i&g  t&s  ££rst  half 
fbHq^  %  iwsmsi  mis  beglaHiiig  on  Mi®  &&• 
2.72  iuelMii*  if  rain  were  r®&mm.  tmm  %h*  3aad  to  the  24th. 
«f  4.0©  imtwtss  ptmlpltstegm  at  this  station  is  mm  ttea 
th*  &s«img®  sud  tb»  orat  aim®  1889  «h«  $»^9  l&ohsii*  ware  i»©«ord#d, 
*&st«r*  1SS9-3J9®*  mm  the  m&&  la  Jdstosr  *tt*t  37JL6  jjsdtea  pr^ 
oijBitatiEm  iw*rsi@«l  i£Sw  BewNlMr  thm#  Wmm*    Charli*  ;-:us»*ll's 
"1M  of  &*  SOOS^  ms  pAnl^  ste4Bg  tim  hard  ©xir«a  mlHtas  ©C 
tfeftfc  mjg&m*    Ssta&or  of  ims  tea  SM&t  l»«ti*a  p-aei^ttetim,  X9a  - 
2.2£  **&•■«  191?  *  %M  imhm,  »s£  1916  -  2*4?  Inches*    !tas@  &r®  tisn 
oisij  ysssrs  ciiN»  1901  i&th  %m  $m&m  of  pi^ipit&t&cm  fggdgsM  toiiig 
Dooaefeor.    HMvtfe  isgpElm  t«pi^ta®  was  44 'tho  35®%  ssiaissas  XT  14*h. 


SSSft 


for  His  park  teiag:  iaMNr  «s44    &t 
at  West  MloMataMi  on  ®mm$m?  15. 


It  nag  rup©*!^  that  spon  @©nrii*si  »sr  South  i-,ntoisee  set  aU- 
X  1»  d^ptfe  zssd  MS&af*  m§af&,    'ftm  gre&tast 
mi  12  4s*&s#  Bmm&m?  VHBi  m&  that  at  tb»  «sad 
of  tho  aessth  mm  m&?  7  imfam* 

14  and 


«ia  prob&b&y  r«§to  ffcosfm  throu^aout  th«  Mintm*. 

M^M^a    !&*"t& 
m,  with  30S 

s  M#it  tra¥€l  of  ^4 
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k  total  of  1,366* 515  visiters  war®  recorded  at  the  five  park 
gateways  for  the  1955  year,  a  mm  aU-tija©  record.     This  was  3$  3»re  than 
in  1954  when  1,328,393  persons  visited  the  park,  3.L5  more  than  in  1953 
when  lt326»$5&  entered  the  park,  m        *        or©  than  -<wiou©  record 

Tear.,  1952,  when  1,350,295  visitors  w*r©  recorded  La  the  eighth 

sirei$st  .rear  that  Tellowston*  travel  has  emcaatod  the  sillte  nark. 
A  total  of  19,393  of  these  sane  to  the  pork  by  air,  rail  aM  bus,  530 
sure  than  in  1954.     th®  Hart  .Entrance  continued  to  lead  with  430,959 
•visitors,  South  second  with  3^4,970  visitors,  '&st  third  with  299,744 
visitors,  Sorth  fourth  with  1#5,029  visiters  ®nd  Marthes&si  last  with 
9?,&i3. 

fhsre  was  a  atoll  anount  of  oversnew  vehicular  travel  in  the 
park  during  Becesber.    Four  trip®  were  made  by  snowmobile  from  West 
!.avnstone,  beginning  Deeaabwr  36,  carrying  33  passengers,  and  one 
snowplane  cane  in  through  the  South  jfcitranee  carrying  two  passengers. 

.  ids  wars  closed  to  .public  travel  with  the  exception  of  the 
portion  in  the  north  end  of  the  park  fro®  Sardine?  to  Cooke,  &ontia    . 
The  hlg^sways  wars  -plowed  to  Lake.  l>h&tl  a   '  >tone 

throuj^i  the  17th  for  the  buffalo  reduction  program  but  only  a  very 
United  anouat  of  travel  was  pami&ted  through  to  Hart  lallowstoae. 


ilossard  i  tractor,  arrived 

Deeasiber  2,  conferred'' on  the  audit        »  j  conducted  in  the  park  and 

other  matters  and  observed  buffalo  redaction  operations.     He  departed 
4  for  Osaaha. 


Merwln  SeybeOU  iaticnal  VaU  :   (     .^tlngfcon, 

. ,  who  arrived  &aiy  27  on  audit  of  National 

.:  counts*  dajartei  'jecenbar  3  ifc'  »,  having 

a  position  with  the  Indian  SerYic  -liana. 

Supervising  Auditor  Peter'     „    teQoade,  who  arrived  July  7,  aal  Auditors 
Leroy  s%  Pickett  and  Saral  CorricI;,  who  k  July  ?$  and  August  3, 

respectively,  left  December  1?  for  fbseffilte* 

Special  aotforitfrea.    Superintendent  Sogers  d&pzt-         -ecsaber  3 
Ibr  Denver,  Colorado,  on  assigrvsent  in  connection  with  Ma  project  on 

legislative  history  of  the  areas  administered  1^  th©  national  .Park 

Service.    He  expects  to  be  away  from  the  park  until  March*  started, 

on  annual  leave  December  5  *br  the  resminder  of  the  month. 

Acting  Superintendent  HasUton,  Management  Assistant  aatffc* 
Chief  Ranger  Brown,  Park  tiaturallnt  Condon  and.  Assistant  Cliief  Hanger 
Edwards  attended  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  mating  in  Gardiner  the  evening 
of  December  7.     Several  natters  affecting  the  park  w©r#  discussed, 
Messrs,  EaaHten,  Condon,  Brown  and  Edwards  attended  the  Park  County 
Rod  and  Gun  Club  meeting  in  Livingston  the  evening  of  December  15.    On 
December  11,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Ettwardt  and  T?iol©t$ist  Xittams  attended 
a  meeting  of  the  Southwest  District  Montana  Wildlife  Federation  at 
Three  Forks,  Montana. 
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Forester  Sarrowe  departed  December  5  for  Missoula,  i-*cntana,  to 
with  Ot     .         >at  Service  officials  on  blister  rust  operations, 
returning  the  9th. 

E^iipraKit  Superviser  Ben*  who  is  acting  a® 

Office  repi^sent&tive  on  the  &qaipmnt  Survey  ■••ur, 

with   lerlom-i  ^igineer  £Ltor  llten  of  that  regi*v  i     the  survey 

at  Teaeuite  ItotionaX  Bark  on  December  5*  having  spout  dcweral  days  in 
the  BegleR  Four  Office  prior     a     sgtasilng  the  actual  survey  of  the 
various  areas.    He  returned  to  the  park  the  22nd  for  the  holidays  and 
departed  the  2?th  to  roturn  tc  raneleco,     it  is  expected  the  survey 

will  cerstiisue  until  ahou?    ■       and  of  January. 

strict  '."nedidtfL    .';        i  ■  ily  0ece&ber  9 

J&llflfwing  attendance  £ra  coiber  ]  >ieral 

Bureau  of  Investigation  56th  National  ':.ea4aBQr  in  ^shingten,  ,   and 

a  period  of  annual  leave  in  California,  and  returned  to  duty  Ueessiber  12. 

ctrical  Supervisor  i  left  Deeet&er  12  for  Riverton, 

^peering,  to  obtain  surplus  equlpssent.         returned  the  15' 

Hanageaent  Assist-  ufe  spent  the  week  of  Deeetaber  12  in 

Bosesjan  assisting  Mr*  J.  S*  Ilaynes  in  the  {reparation  of  his  uok 

en  XeUbw*«tene  history.    Bark  Lane  BMLtoot 

leave  thro«$tt*ut  the  ia©nth  and  Park  engineer  v«ohlbrandt  was  on  annual 
leave  saost  of  the  month •  However,  both  spent  ©oee  time  at  work  while 
on  leave* 

A  staff  sieeting  of  division  heads  and  &  wk  officials 

was  held  in  the  Superintendent !  s  Office  on  fteeeriber  15. 

The  first  written  ejsasaSnation  under  Um  rvice 

lintrence  laoasdnations  m*  held  Deeeefeer  10.    there  were  three  contestants 
and  Pereomel  Assistant  Everett  conducted  the  sssminatl     ■ 

Qrand  Teton  National  Park  notified  fe-  that  Teton's 

radio  frequency  changed  frost  3415  kc  to  3215  ke  effective  l)ecenfe«r  7. 

On  Beceaber  26  the  first  trip  for  the  winter  "by  Boiabardlor 
Saewtacblls  was  made  from  Ulest  Yellowstone  to  LthfuL  tinder  permit 

granted  Oeptessber  29  by  the  Superintendent  '  .Uiaja     •        I  soils  and 

Harold  M.  Young  operating  as  a  partnership  "Sneteaoblles  of  Wert  Yellow- 
stone"  to  make  occasional  trips  carrying  passengers  this  winter  from 
that  town  to  Old  Faithful.    Four  trips  with  a  total  of  33  i^ssei 
were  made  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

:'octive  December  IS,  new  tine  sheets,  Form  DI-502A-8-D, 
Mas  end  Attendance  Report,  and  ?&m  i.:Z-5Q2C,  Ba         ort,  were  placed 
in  use,  replacing  For®  D1-503A-B,  Earnings  Record  and  Form  DI-503C, 
Tiae  and  Attendance  Report,  In  use  since  March  29,  1953.     ^  new  time 
sheet  provides  a  third  copy  of  the  Tine  and  Attendance  u  sport  section 
for   -eporting  Office  Leave  Copy  and  several  changes  in  the  form. 
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i  aronaal  meeting  of  the  Yellowstone 
Canteen  or  Decoribsr  6*     fterold  0,  Etards  was 


roeleeted  President.  &s3d  Dixie  Ra©  Jgc&nllln  refloated  Seeretsjy-Tresjnirer. 
Umis  J*  CtanMl  ma  sleeted  fLss*       i    ;<mt  4in«5  fed  Eoeher  and  foster  a. 
Board 


iHttifeJi&j'  as*etin$j  ®f  Federal  ftiploi^fees  Onion  Loeal 
So.  465  warn  bsl4~in  the  Osntein  «i  Beemaer  5. 


On  iteosnfcer  12,  the  regular  nenthly  acting  of  tte 
of  GovsrntBent  Saaplossrees  vhwj  hold  in.  the  Canteen* 


'£hs  Wmmmth  Grade  3ch©ol  Christoas  Progrsa  ms  pr©s«tM  in 
the  Canteen  the  evening  of  Decttfeer  21,  with  Santa  CLaus  ciLairlbating 
gifts  to  the  children*    0a  &&s  23rd  a  aijsdlar  piDgpasi  was  presented  at 
til©  Gardiner  School*    The  Kanmth  :icheoJ  states  vacation  started  «t 

the  close  of  kecfqteor  23.  and.  that  of  the  Gardtasr  School  at  1*15  »«M. 
23*    Beth  will  r&sua*  on  Jasmuy  3, 


Urn*  Louise  Sc&aidj,  85,  aether  of  Park  finginear 
John  a.    robnidTIP^19^  ^^T  at  Lincoln,  iofera^sa,  m  Deeenfeer  10.    Mr. 

Sdsaid  loft  the  mm  day  to  attend  tonral  serviro©  at  Uneeln.     Xh© 
SehE&da  had  visited  *&th  Ms  raother  in.  Wmmfam. 

ffAyfths.     I  daa#tcsr  mm  team,  to  Up*  said        ,    Joseph  ;;i»  Dieter 
at  the  taaerial  Hospital  in  Livingston  en  Benasber  21.    Mr*  Dexter  has 
b©*aa  &  seasonal  truck  Driver  far  several  years  arid  Is  noir  «pley@&  a® 
roliof  Guard  for  the  Katleo*!  Park  Sonic*. 


On  &«e®B£»or  29  a  daug&or*  Jaoquolino  Anno,  was  hem  to  »r* 

£trs*  Jack  M.  fieppe  at  the  Park  iiospital  -in  Livingston.    Mr.  Ifeppe 
is  Packer  lay  tits  National  Bade  Sonlee  and  stationed  at 
Halt. 


»  l-^d®  enterc  .oonber  1  in  the 

position  of  ifenitary  SngSaeer,  0B-31* 

W.  tod  Haeieetts  Park  Hangar,  QS«4,  km  pra3»i@d  to  Supervisory 

,  0S~e,  effective  WmM&W  4- 


The  position  of  Adndnietrativs  Assistant,  OS-10  was  reallocated 
7  to  »uMgaB«nt  kml®tmti  OBMUL  and  the  present  incumbent, 

Jaffa,  promoted  off motive  Deecnber  16. 


Mrs.  Winona  H.  Hee-re,  aerMtenogriipher,  &3~4  $n  tho  Chief 
«a*ttrallat»8  Of  lie©,  resigned  effective  the  dose  of  Deecafeer  16.    Mrs. 
Alieo  B.  Maiyfcflr  entered  en  duty  In  tMo  position  Pooo^er  19  ^f  teraporary 
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the  pattion  of  Robert  R.  Hofednson,  $f*f  Meeftsnieal  Supervisor j 

;.-Q0  p#r  tour,  <»as  realleeated  DecsHbsr  7  to  &$iipnmt 
-IX  sad  %&*  Robinson  pvoneted  offoetive  Ooo&aber  £?♦ 

Mr©*  ftola  B.  Ho9riAne««  seasonal  aierk-lfcpist,  G5»$t  and 

Mrs.  Har^orie  C.  B?©p@rs  seaseigil  Glerk~3tenegra.pher»  CB--3,  wore 
tsmainated  at  the  dose  of  Dseoffl&er  29  Sirs*  Freper  and  children  depart- 
ing tbo  9lh  for  miadeiphla  to  jete  her  husband,  MUliM  0*  Prof>ar, 

recently  tHKMtanrwl  **ea  Fersonnei  Assistant  herts  to  Regional  Persozmel 

OfflMr,  legion  Five.     Mrs.  Beata  Hchans  ^as  tomimted  'Dmmb&r  6 

as  seasonal  fine.  Leave  ami  i'syroll  Clerk,  &>~4*    l^Los  J.  Josephine 

¥&b  reappointed  a®  seasonal  .Hatistteal  Clerk,  CB~3  December  29 
3D  to  aosiplob©  the  trawl  figores  for  the  j«r« 


•.-fffijrifleo  %*a&B&JMk    Tno  «caXl«fife  iraim:fng  f ilsss  on  building 
protection*  ^Kmm  Xoar  Fir®  Hsctingoiahnre'*  m&.  "Us&i  W  wisely", 

to  available  f^mas^at  personnel  on  Deeeatoer  1  in  the  Canteen. 

yol^ffiwn^ffiMt1  ..o  W^gg|£  Iggwg  was  loaned  mzfa  Ttmrstlay  to  keep 
p  concessioner®  JHethtrs  informed  of  park  lmpp«ings* 

,Ao6^d<^Hf«j  mi  M3Ag,  5a£slat*    °M  Class  &iser  and  on©  Class  A 
eoeiiarrsdj  both  involving  ^enansnt  vehicles*     i:^oor  visibility 
road®  \mm  partial  causes  of  both  accidents*    the 
Glass  &  aeciflent  involved  a  buffalo  which  was  apparently  oot  Injured. 


£*£&  IteJcSS&teB*    «*  *sw»l  ^re  h;  jupeetion 

of  Goveranaat  building©  in  the  Kamwth  VilXage  area  was  accomplished 
during  I>eeemfeeF.    at  the  samo  tins©  all  fire  exttag^sltftrs  were  e hacked 
and  filled  or  recharged  as  necessary*    All  replacements*  of  unserviceable 

aade  at  the  ties©  of  inspection  nith  a  few  exceptions 
suitable  repleceaonta  are  net  en.  band*    Kx£i&&*lshers  now  on  order 
should  adequately  take  care  of  all 


Publicity.    ;3ev*r*l  now  Items  ftppesred  in 
in  various  newspapers  on  elk  and  buffalo  reduction*  on  RogS^tml  Director 
**s  statement  concerning  the  Yellowstone  River  Bridge  at  Uower  Fall, 
i  the  Yellowstone  Bark  Qmmm  eontraet 


ilk  pictures  were  sent  cm  Deeotoar  33  to  Fred  Martin,  Bark 

Hews#  .Uvingstof'i,  ISostina,  for  use  in  eonjsooUon  with  an  elk 
rtMJuctiiOti  story* 


On  Deeeab^  9,  Hie  *»^  for  'the  19§6  IcOowatone  broadside 
mm  waHed  to  the  Region  ft*  Of  floe  m&  inelttded 


k  total  of  95,700  Yellowstone  broadside®  remined  on  hKad  at 
the  close  of  Bec«ag&@r. 
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Mm*  ^sMmkm  m  iMMM*    ^rm  oil  painting  fey  Mr. 
Robert  1  Hans  were  received  mot  the  National  Park  Service  ftiooua 

Laboratory  In  Tsid-DoeoRfeor  and  thooe  hav©  been  ooeeaoloaed  and  properly 

stored. 


la&SSISMll  i^2&SS£»     There  were  no  general  intorgiretive 
activltie©  offered  to  the  mMk  daring  the  aenth  of  Soeoribar.    Que 
reel  of  l6oa  a&tion  pietaree  entitled  "Overland*  wa»  soat  on  tea  to 
It*.  S$pfti  Bfcea&rt,  Kittitas,   ^jtahinston. 

tarviaoo  £&£  ^tefft  MM*    *■•  YoIUnwtoao  national 
i*as  meed  meh  Sunday  for  regala?  Protestant,  services,    a 
Shrisfcaas  service  was  held  Chriataao  Day  and  on  Ghristaaa  Eve 
at  6*3)  -„:;.»  there  w&o  a  sipeeiaX  Candlo-Ll^it  ;>ervlo©  sponsored  'by  the 
Youth  Fellowship  organisation*     This  was  a  Joint  eervioe  tgr  the  eossaunt- 
tios  or  riiioaotlt  and  Gardlnor*    Iho  apoelal  Ghriotnae  eenrieen  were  weH 
attended  lagr  aosi>era  of  both  ooi&ainltios* 


the  rogalsr  Sunday  .'ofaool  sorvleea  wore  hold  4a  the  Chapel 

Sunday  aorninf,  at  11  sua*  except  on  Ghristas*  day* 


CM  Deeaafeer  13,  the  tkx^rintm^mV  s  Char  oh  Coaalttoo  held  a 
in  toe  Chief  Fork  Naturalist1 e  Office  for  toe  pjrpo&o  of 
reviewing  roligioQ*  eorvico  pro;:*raas*     At  this  aaotlag  special  gueste 
were  invito*  in  addition  to  the  regular  aasfeors  of  the  ooaaittoe, 
Mattaon,  Mr*  Anderson*  &•  Kurtm  and  Fir.  Condon  being  in  attendance, 
and  the  apecial  visitors  were  Kr*  iiuntley  Child.  Mrs*  rary  •■iraotrong  and 
Mr.  falter  Kittaas  of  the  Gardtaer^Jfeanath  Church  Conraittoe.  Keverend 
and  Acting  Superintendent  Hilton* 


£&&  0^^-@rvat4o^«    At  toe  eXom?  of  Hovafeor  and  in 
early  Beceriber  bea¥?gr  coisod  considerable  tremble  in  the  *mter  supply 
intake  in  the  Munoth  Qosaunitgr  and  four  of  thee©  animls  had  to  be 
killed,     three  of  thm  were  skinned  out  fey  mmibm*®  of  toe  Interpretive 
Division  and  tooir  hides  were  taken,  on  Deee^er  2,  to  hmMtsr  Brether® 
for  tanning.    These  were  all  skinned  so  that  if  it  is  liomad  desirable 
lif ©-else  aaanta  can  be  gade  froa 


A  collection  of  insects  mde  last  sua&er  and  shown  ty  Chief 
Naturalist  Condon  was  seat  to  toe  Araeriean  Maoeua  of  Natural 

History  in  Hew  York  for  Oftfladnfltioa  and.  classification.     If  toe  speetens 
are  satisfactory  they  will  eventually  &e  returned  to  lellcafi 


Ifotuwj,  Sije%?Lr£  Aaaoo^tion.    Curiae  too  aenth  of  Dwa&er  the 
Aeooeiation  provldod  the  paper  sru!  material  for  the  preparation  of 
ife&ffis.  JBtet"     m®  Novoahor-iioeastoer  leaue  wm  Maltllltoad  and  asserabied 

on  lieceaber  65  7,  and  8  mid  was  aant  out  in  toe  sail  on  the  9th.    Thlo 
sailing  of  iiature  Motes  included  both  the  Segstaabor  Ootofoor  and  Hoveaber- 
Oooonbor  issues  and  considerable  postage  wis  saved*     Iho  January«rebruary 
duEsa^'  Mat  ooaplitod,  carsfully  edited  and  aont  to  the  editorial  board 
for  9*im  and  will  be  moltilithed  earlr  in  January* 
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the  TolXoafftton*  Park  Gonpafly  &>»year  extract 

of  the  Interior  to  the  Ooai&tteaa  of 
H  for  the  60-day  siting  period  before  final  aasaou- 
tlon  on  behalf  of  the  Oorerwsnt.    Hearinge  in  eomeetlon  with  this  mew 
contraei,  as  well  a©  the  ttfltf  oontraet  for  Haoilton  Stores*  Inc.,  are 
sehedttled  to  be  held  bf  the  Sensilttee  of  Us*  Heoae  of  Repreeautativwi  ©n 
January  6*  1996.    ft*  new  feXlaMetene  F&rk  togpsny  contract  fnKnrldea  for 
ft  ;3»508»OOO  is8pre¥««&  and  building  program  during  the  first  £!»»  year* 
of  the  contract  beginning  n^rt  eui«r  in  the  new  Canjon  dwaLopiant* 


Hi®  Yellowstone  F*srk  Hedical  ::*nriea  p@«dt  was  wnt  to  the 
SaahlngUm  Office  December  2  fear  red*  and  fulniaslen  to  the  Oefaittee© 
of  Ooia@re»  Jer  a  69-dagr  uniting  period,  before  final  mppmwl  b^  the 
3yperi*iieacl£tit«    Tills  permit  osrere  a  throo-year  period,  Smm&rj  1,  1956* 
to  Decen&er  31*  195S*  and  is  signed  by  th®  partnership  of  I)«u  AXfrec-     . 
i»©ek#  John  A«  Pe&raons  L,  EC  iaafe<sfci  and  Ihouaa  Ciesssns  of  the  Park 
Haapital  in  Livingston. 


.  *u  Hictela,  President,  XeHowetone  Park  Compaq  left 

Helena,  Montana,  Deeeafeer  3  tor  his  winter  headciuartere  at  Is,  Jolla, 

California. 

The  edi««tIo  drawinip  &t  the  Yellowstone  Parte  Ceafnxqr  Carbon 
Village  Area  buildings  and  eabine  were  smiled  Doeasfcer  a  to  the 

Office  from  La  Jolla  by  '  •     •     ...shols,  President  ©f  th© 
Baa  i&®liii*gton  of  flee  had  node  axrangonanta  to  dear  the 
within  a  week  after  thsy  wre  sobnitted  but  the  park  me  not  aws 
of  these  mrrmg<mm8&®  since  the  rn.il  Md  been  *sda~addree«ed  to  Yosaalte. 
Consents  by  the  park  staff,  including  a  deaire  fer  a  »re  acceptable 
building  design,  did  not  react?  the  Washington  Off&M  before  %h®  plans 

16. 


The  Annal  fieport  of  HatsUten  Stores*  Ine*  for  the  yoar  aiding 
September  30,  1955*  and  cheek  for  >.>60,$7o:.22  covering  ffcaachlee  fee  for 

that  period  were  receives!  Seecig&er  12  and  the  died?  turned  ever  to  the 
Lt  to  Mlae^Llaneoi»  &ec«lpts. 


Th®  ;<?oadiig  Yellowstone  P&rk  Onoalsalon,  appointed,  lay  Governor 

Siapsen  of   $cedng  early  last  yisf,  aat  in  Gh®$mm  mmstom?  16  'to 
farther  oonaidar  Stat©  ae^aisitioB  of  park  ooneessioner  faeilitiaa. 
Thej  ojspect  to  ^ake  a  eoa^rflimaive  report  to  th®  ^paotag  Legialaturo* 


Dr.  Frank  1maiam$  reaident  p^aician,  loft  Ueeaaber  22  on 

•moation  over  the  Chris teM  l^lida^  for  a  visit  is  fanoouver,  B*  C. 
He  returned  Deeaafrer  30  • 


the  XoUewafeone  ferk  Coapany  repair  ^&&g®  at  Qarc!inor  cloaed 

down  Deoaa^ar  23  to  reraain  closed  until  !»fereh  1. 
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A  cheek  in  the  amount  of  $5,000  was  received  Seceober  26  from 
the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  covering  its  fi^mchiae  fee  ft>r  1955  and 

to  tha  «5aahier  for  dopesit  to  Miscellaneous  Receipts. 


hlf£  winds  canned  drifting*    fh©  buffalo  reduction  ?  ;"red 

additional  plowing* 

Several  days  of  rain  and  thawing  weather  tensed  bad  rock 
elides  in  the  Gar4n©r  River  canyon  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  the 

road  the  ni$it  of  Seeeaiber  .-a. 


Tk&  mem  ka$  a  high  water  content  and  veiy  tough  plowing  is 
anticipated  for  the  spring  opening  of  the  roads. 


Very  hi#  winds  just  beffere  Christwis  blew  down  large 
of  trees  on  the  roads  and.  telephone  lines*    The  made  were  pSUinfed 

to  West  Teaiewstone  and.  the  down  trees  removed  from  these 
was  necessary  to  nee  the  V~p2ow  to  get  thveugi* 


Chief  Ranger  Browse  attended  the 
staff  Sleeting  on  the  15th*  eadis  field  inspections  of  the  buffalo  reduc- 
tion operations  m  the  let  md  6th.,    He  attended  the  Souti:  ■  istrict 

Montana  Wildlife  Federation  meeting  at  Three  for;  i  ,  cm  the 

Uth  with  Assistant  Chief  Hanger  iS&wards  and  Biologist  Kittaws. 

Field  activities  included  hunting  patrols  along  the  north 
and  northwestern  portions  of  the  park  when  hunting  seasons  w«  in 
effect,  buffalo  and  elk  reduction  activities,  and  assistance  given  to  the 
lloetrical  Division  in  mlaienance  of  phone  linee  several  times  during 
the  snath  by  transporting  Uneaten  Igr  Wesasel  to  iaak©  phone  line  repairs* 


One  ease  i  esented  to  the 

removal  of  an  elk  carcass  fro®  the  park  in 
the  vicinity  of  Reese  Creek  in  the  north  md  of  the  park,    a  fine  of 
>00  was  assessed  and 


U.  r.  Qanelssioner  Jasn?  ■•  *»  away  fron  the 

Ik  to  31  on  annual  leave  in  ®&nptm'9  Colorado* 


wildlife  and  Fflift  Cultural  Activities.     EUC,    Considerables 
downward  aevenent  has  occurred  during  December.    Only  about  100  elk  were 
using  Lower  Slou^i  Creek  Headew  where  the  snow  was  about  a  foot  deep 
with  the  lower  half  crusted  on  December  ?.    At  that  tine  snow  on  the 
on  the  cutoff  trail  to  Plough  Creek  was  so  deep  and  hard  that  elk 
net  feeding  there  and  traveled  slowly  when  flushed  to  that 


Biologist  Kittaas  and  Sraofcejutaper  Squadleader  Milligan 
rode  horseback  from  Larnr  Horseshoe  to  Gardiner  on  Beccstoer  14  and  15, 
noted  about  300  elk  traveling  toward  HeXlroaring  fron  the  Horseshoe, 
150  between  Lsaar  River  and  Little  Buffalo  Creek,  and  about  200  on 
Fieilroaring;  Slopes.    Very  likely  som  of  these  elk  were  aasng  the  300 
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Big  and  Lifcilo  CbttonMoed  Creeks  the  following  day. 
5©  elk  *mre  seen  between  Bi&  Cottonwood  Creek  and  Bear  Creek, 
The  trail  down  a®  far  a»  &?evtee  Creak  showed  heavy  use  by  elk,  and 
there  was  little  <*vidoaee  of  crosn-eountry  travel  by  elk  along  the 

hi«h  east  side  of  the  Yellowstone 


The  hunting  season  for  elk  in  the  Oftrdiner-Jardine  area  m& 

with  400  to  500  elk  being  harvested  or  th®  first 

day,     fitff  harvest  -and  reliable  estdLnates  indicate  that  perhaps  80G  to 
1,  XX)  elk  were  in  open  hunting  territory  on  Deeeiafeer  IS,    -Several  bands 
of  elk  crossed  the  boundary  .  ht  roonth  and  it  w&«  estimted  that 

hunters  had  taken  about  900  ©Ik  by  Deeesber  31* 


Bro%m  |  pds  and  Kittams  attended  the  meeting  of  the 

:  Unrest  District  of  the  Bontatm  Wildlife  Federation  at  Itaree  Forks  on 
December  11  and  explained  the  r  .  vm$  plans  for  elk  Hana*eBsnt 

and  reduction  operations  tor  the  northern  ftxllowstone  alls  h#rd.    People 
attending  the  asetlng  went  on  rsec^rdj  with  no  opposition »  i  -raving 

reduction  plans  iter  the  ?&>rthem  elk  herd.    At  this  meeting 
District  ftielosist  Joe  'fewssaad  stated  the  total  Oallatla  elk 
fro®  October  15  to  Deenfeer  3  «bls  950  ©Ik  end  on  December  10  he 
2,200  elk  in  th©  QaUatiru  ad  that  the  ©Ik  were 

mrthward,  often  through  tiasber,  so  the  count  should  not  1 

»te*     the  m:  fail  herd  of  at  least  3,150  elk  is 

close  to  what  Biologist  m  forecasted,  last  sutnosr  after  study- 

ing records  of  the  Gallatin  her 

Data  for  studies  of  reproduction  wore  selleeted  by  ittsaas 

freiB  24  ef  the  ttllc  killed,  in  the  park  duriv  -ifflber. 

Fsye  Oouer  of  the  Montana  Fish  and  Gas©  Departaont  was  in  the 
park  on  OeMfesr  19  and  Lk  tagging  and  acvesimts  with  Mr. 

Kittaas.    A  buU  elk  killed  near  the  smith  of  -Soda  Butt©  Creek  on 
December  1  was  tagged  in  the  same  location  when  a  calf  on  June  3,  1954. 
^ow  killed  above  Gardiner  on  December  1$  had  ban  tagged  as  a  calf  at 
Stevens  Creek  en  June  4,  19S1.     .Another  cow  killed  the  same  day  on  iLagle 
Greek  had  been  tagged  when  a  calf  at  the  mouth  of  Soda  Out  be  Greek  on 
June  6,  1954.     A  boll  killed  near  Jardltts  on  December  26  had  been  tagged 
a  calf  in  th©  Gardiner  trap,  on  January  4*  1952,  sad  "lifted"  to 


.  October  to  Seeoabsr  1955,  4,429  elk  wire  classified  as  to 
age  and  seat,    the  calf  to  Off*  ratio  in  this  saxaple  was  27.&;100. 
slightly  under  the  average  for  the  past  seven  years, 

ELK  EHDUCjnoN»  Successful  live  trapping  of  elk  began  on  the 
6th  and  by  the  end  of  the  nonth  59  elk  were  trapped  and  turned  over  to 
the  State  of  Catena  for  thoir  esperinental  feeding  pre$ra»  and  40 
shipped  to  the  Btate  of  Hew  Kexieo  ibr  release  by  the  Game  and  Fish 
for  transplanting  purposes  near  Taos,  Kew  Mexico.     Shey 

by  Ktliott  5.  Barker  o  U  Fe. 
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On©  hundred  and  siaefcyMsight  were  taken  tgr  direct  rs&ieti; 
faring  Seceaber,  asking  a  total  of  195  by  this  aeans  for  the  smson  to 
date,    those  were  killed  by  Protection  "Division  persona©!  and  dressed 
out  and  loaded  bgr  the  reeiplfn'  ributlon  of  those  taken  in 

Decsaber  was  as  f oUowet    ten.  to  i  ff iliated  Tribes,  h'ewto«n, 

Sooth  Dakota,  $  to  Oew  Creek  fribe,  3  to  .Lower  Bruel  Tribe,  3  t©  Crow 
Creek  tribe,  12  to  Plewe  Agonsy,  Pierre,  flout  -.fca,  12     i      Unding 

Rode  3iom  Tribe,  Fort  Xai  ikota,  6  to  National  arvie© 

ass*,  and  2  destroyed  toy  coyotes*     Hie  p^rlocl  j)eeeaber  11  through  17 
was  imsuitaule  for  tenting  du©  to  bllasard  condition©  and.  no  elk  were 

The  Bureau  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  issued  invita- 
tions  to  bid  fbr  elk  butcher  i  awarded  the  contract  to  John  Ricks, 

i^ulek  Fressse  lockers,  ;Uvingston,  ^batons,  and  arranii^ssnts  have  been 

to  be^ln.  ft;     .  p  of  tip  to  2,000  elk  after  January  1. 


The  hunting  sea&on  for  elk  ma  reopened  In  the  CTardiiier* 
Jardine  area  December  18  •    The  State  of  >bntan&  did  not  maintain  a 
cheeking  station  this  season}  however,  the  unofficial  o®tisate  of  hunter 
take  to  the  «id  of  the  saonth  was  900*    The  elk  hunting  season  in  the 
Gallatin  area  was  closed  December  3  with  a  checked  and  sast&nsi&ed  kill  of 
950,  whieh  was  a  relj&tlveiy  @a@d  kill  for  'this  .area. 

BuTFAIjO  aSDOCTIOI'l,    fhe  buffalo  redueti.         teit  started  on 

t&vember  21  was  discontinued  i>ee«mber  12  with  a  total  of  356  taken* 
Bisfcribution  of  the  195  WNmama  in  December  was  as  follows:     6  to  Pierre 

Indian  igencgr,  3  to  lever  BrueiX  Tribe,  5  to  Cos*  Creek  Tribe,  Pierre, 
South  Dakota,  11  to  three  Affiliated  Tribes,  WmAtm  A  Dakota,  5© 

to  Blackfeet  Schools,  2  to  Blaekfeet  Hospital,  and  131  to  Bl&ckfeet 
Tribe,  Browning,  Montana,  and  ?  to  National  Paste  'jorviec  sseas*    Bison 
reduction  totaled  by  areas  was  as  fbllewss     &L  in  CM  Faithful  area, 
150  in  iiayden  Valley ,  11<?  in  Pelican  Valley,  an-'"  ley.    On 

PeceBi»*r  12  hunt'*  i .  -.fetempted  but  due  to  t&jUsard  conditions  no 

animals  were  seen;  therefore,  buffalo  reduction  md®d  in  the  iiayden 
and  'Pelican  Valleys  on  that  date*    Reduction  m&ml  Is  the  Old  Faithful 
area  on  reeomber,    A  few  actional  buffalo  rm$  be  t  "vom  the  Lamar 

herd  to  complete  Indian  r&juests  in  J&twary. 

FISH*    Msa^ers  of  the  Yellowstone  staff  met  with  Lowell  Adaas, 
U.  S«  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  frsd  K«  Jblinson,  U*     .  :-erest  Service, 
and  Aquatic  Biologists  Boyd  Opheia  and  Perry  Nelson  of  the  Montana 
sad  (Sons  Department  on  Decenber  12  regarding  the  die-off  of  fish  in 
the  Yellowstone  and  Gardner  Fdvers  and  apparent  decline  of  insects  in  the 
Xollowstone  River*    It  was  agreed  that  all  possible  information  should 
be  collected  and  appraised  and  investigation  is  continuing  as  to  whether 
it  ai&it  be  the  result  of  spruce  tedwom  spraying  last  sui-acaer  or  another 
cause*    Further  cessment  is  included  under  thr.  subject  of  Forest  Insects. 

AHHUAL  WBDUF:  I.     the  Annual  Wildlife  fteport  was  prepared 

and  submitted  during  the  aenth. 
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He  riding  %3jm%  the  Talle^stone  livt*  bolow  Oreviee 
Creak  en  DeesB&sr  15,  HifliW^  Klttejw  and  HUUgon  observed  %m  &wr, 
eaeh  pursued  \sp  too  senates,  wbioh  took  refbge  in  the  river  but  very 

likely  f -dtl  prey  to  the  eo^tos  within  a  tm  hour®  after  the  observers 
left  the  MWie*    Deer  hunting  ,^d±»©r-jardtne  area  olosed  ok 

4* 


-oeigiltatlon  at  Karansth  was  about  nonai  for  the 

for  a  heavy  fall  of  otsew  and.  rain  from  £«cfHtoer  22  to  24« 
The  2.72  inehee  of  p»  this  g>erlod  iraieed  the  laoath's 

fall  to  4.06  inehe%  triple  the  normal  of  1.30  inches  iter  -Decfii&er. 
Biologist  Kittomi  observed  tho  rains  sail  a  ported  of  ai#i  t«peratures 
of  kO    or  over  for  sJ  :'ajr»)  nelted  auch  of  tin  snow  and 

o  heavy  runoff .     At  tho  end  of  the  saonth  there  was  «  S  to  3  lush 
of  loos®  snow  on  range  below  Hnsneth.    Higher  up*  m»  on  mtefa  of 
the  critical  rang©  vu  abwK-  .-.am  depth  bat  the  low  half  was 

crusted  and  overlaid  one-half  fee         Inch  of  ice  cseefji  utnro  drainage  was 
very  fsod*    Oft  other  portions  of  the  lotenBsdiAt.  §e,  mow  was  about 

a  foot  deep,  is&th  variable  erust~-*sostl3  Wit  four  ixmtim  above  the 

ami  with  n«rly  an  ine; i        !  so  mm  the  ground*    On  tho  big* 

lo  tills  on  ^indwi^t  ridge*  but  1©  ee  crusted  ©si  othor 
that  foraging  is  prsfcsJhly  severely  restricted.    Ittgi  isiado  or 
days  and,  tenporattires  of  more  or  bolov  on  ®i#t  days  contributed 

•ovorc  for  the  aonth. 


Probably  the  noot  significant  result  of  Deeenbor  wmVmt  is  the 
bossy  ©ever  of  ice  which  toted  off  surih  of  tho  atendasit  and  palatable 

forage  in  swales  mi  tho  sissiiar  of  foot  to  a  losaor  do^ps*  ,:0h  of 

the  othor  non-critical  rango.    this  uaavailAbilitgr  @       1 1  d  forage  will 

no  doiibt  reeult  in  £»si$&fes  heavy  use  of  critical  range* 

Foroat  Fire  gg^feoBftlsjiu     Ihe  Fire  Atlas  inclusions  for  tho 

1955  season  ware  transmitted  to  th  ogfcer1!     •   .".oea. 

The  For«t  and  BuiMine  ■••..?»  of  the  tomal  Forestry 

E^ort  for  1955  i»«oro  n@srl^  eo^Loted  by  tho  eloso  of  the  ssoath, 


U^itning  fire  rooordS'  fer  tho  1953-55  period  at  lolXowotono 
aent  to  tho  Forest  Fire  Laboratory  at  fflumw&A* 


%Lfoter  Ruat  qon^rol*    During  the  ^look  of  Doo«afe«r  5*  «hH© 
at  Hiaeouia,  Foreoter  Barrewa  oonforred  with  and  assisted  Ifeasr®. 
Woltera*  ^m  and  CSiapaan  of  the  lores*  Serviee  aivioion  of  Blister  liust 
CJontrol  iM  preparation  of  a  report  on  proiosed  blister  ruei*  ©ontrel  areai 

at  TOilowstone,  Chrsad  Teton  md  Glaei^,    that  Civioion  eaqseeto  to  haw 
tho  narrative  portion  of  the  proposal  easanleted  and  in  the  mil  during 
the  seeond  week  in  Jauwry*   ,Mape  oovoring  the  ssurveiro  of  new  areas 
are  being  prepared  fey  the  Forest  Service  and  will  be  distributed  about 
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Proposed  blister  met  control  area*  and  estimated 
which  will  be  r«eoaMKided  to  Yellowstone  for  consideration  arc  as 

follew»J     Canyon,  Antelope  Creak,  Fishing  Bridge  and  Craig  Pass  tJnits, 
257  aw 


Xnasefes*         S  le  Forester  Barrows  ms  3  *3ula, 

Forest  Service  Entomologist  Terrell  said  their  aerial  survey  cohering 

spruce  budwerm  infestation®  had  detected  three  arms  which  should  be 
treated  in  1956  outside  the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  acreage  sprayed 
in  Yellowstone  last  July,    These  areas  include  Upper  Coyote  Creek,  both 
within  and  outside  the  park*  the  western  slope  of  Druid  Peak  aid  the  north- 
east portion  ©f  Specimen  nidge,  totaling  5,4^7  ae-  -  u  Forest  Insect 
Laboratory  will  advise  Yellowstone  of  this  situation  and  reeota^nd  con- 
trol in  1956  as  &  cooperative  project.    As  it  is  plamed  to  control 
budwora  infestations  in  the  lower  Yellowstone  valley  town  'Mill  Creek  to 
Livingston,  the  small  job  in  the  park  could  be  handled,  as  part  of  the 
large  Forest  Service  project. 


the  whltefish  and  sucker  aortality  in  the  Yellowstons 
Gardiner  and  Livingston  is  being  investigated  by  Montana  State 
Biologists  Gpfeeim  and  Bailey,     Mr.  Barrows  mentioned  this  saatter  at 
Missoula  and  Forest  v3ervie«  officials  were  greatly  concerned  as  ihsy 
oaHed  a  asetlng  at  once  attended  by  Howard  Jones,  Acting  fts&Lonal 
Forester,  Dresksll,  ^essegr,  Castles *  Fred  Johnson,  Adaas  .3*), 

Curtis,  Scott,  Terrell  and  Barrows.     It  was  decided  that  Fred  Johnson 
and  Lowell  Mmm  would  investigate  'the  situation  and  review  the.  work 
already  done  by  the  State,     Efforts  would  be  asde  to  suppress  publicity 
attributing  the  fish  laortalit^  to  DDT  spraying  until  biele^sts  had 
dctersdned  tlis  actual  cause,    Msssrs*  Johnson  and  Adaias  conferred  with 
Acting  Superintendent  Hamilton  m&  some  of  his  staff  assbers  when  they 
were  at  Yellowstone  and  they  also  used  a  shocking  machine  in  the  Gardner 
River  waere  it  was  reported  a  masker  of  live  trout  wars  found  along  with 
about  six  dead 


During  a  telephone  conversation  with  Phil  Johnson  on 
19,  he  advised  the  Forest  Service  had  arranged  for  the  a&signaant  of 
Dr.  Oliver  Cope,  U.  S«  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Logan,  Utah,  to  the 
fish  mortality  investigation  in  the  Yellowstone  River  as  it  was  felt  a 
Federal  biologist  should  participate  in  the  study.    Mr.  Johnson  also 
said  Messrs.  Sutliff  and  Adaas  had  made  studies  in  the  Bittsrroot 
River,  similar  to  those  belni*  mde  in  the  Yellowstone,  finding  no 
whitefish  swrtality,  gpod  winter  fishing  and  abundant  aquatic  life. 
The  Bitterroot  area  was  sprayed  for  spruce  budwors  control  by  the  same 
aircraft  and  pilots  that  operated  on  the  Gardaer-Yellowstone  project 
and  the  saate  Insecticide  was  used,  as  It  ixed  at  Missoula  for  both 


As  «r.  Joffe  had  collected  hellgramites  in  the  Oardner  and 
ers  iter  fish  bait  during  n&ny  previous  winters  he  aade 
siailar  collections  for  comparative  purposes  on  December  21  in  eoapany 
with  Mr.  Barrows  and  Chief  Sanger  Brown.    Abundant  aquatic  insects  were 
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found  in  the  Gardner,  coiapap&ble  to  past  years  according  to  Mr.  Jeffe, 
However,  at  three  pL&ces  in  the  teilewstone  riiver  outside  the  parte 
the  collection©  wer©  very  liggit  and  isieh  below  previous  quantities. 
Another  interesting  observation  we  ssad©  bp  Bark  Ranger  Jaa&son  ^h© 
noted  deed  %&lt«fish  in  the  Yellowstone  River  upstream  from  Gardiner 
as  far  lie  Bear  Creek,  but  m  dead  fish  were  observed  above  that  point, 
thus,  there  is  some  elrcuiBstantial  evldonee  indicating  the  trouble  spot 
might  he  th®  Bear  Greek  drainage  inhere  a  naa&er  of  uonoperating  arsenic 
mime  are  located  below  an  active  pulfuwood  logging  project. 

ifirftllg*     The  shortage  of  personnel  curtailed  work  in  the  trail 
sign  shop  during  D< 


Ranch,  -and.  Corral  Operations*    Six  horses  and  one  sails  which 

wwe  unserviceable  were  sold  at  nubile  sale  for  $10,00  each. 
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Ppm&*  I$qi&1  arid  ferym*    sork  was  continued  on  the  Project 
ion  Frogsm  from  the  Bweloiwsit  Fro  gran  Portion  prepared  for 
MISSIOH  66  iii  HeraiMr,  anil  the  entire  PCP  pm$?eia  wis  revised,  new 
priority  iiste  prepared  is  mmfmrmm  and  Individual  proposal  fton» 

bgr  flarte  Landee&ne  £rehltect  and  Engineering  per-asnnaL  arsd  aw 
'  If  the  Engineering  Division, 


fhe  teUiasiretone  Park  Oosifianar  attandtted  the  aehaaatie  plans 
for  the  Catpns  Village  Buildings  and  Cabins  the  second  yi®®k  of 
The  Viaahingten  Office  had  saade  arroRgsMnts  to  clear  the  nians  itfithin 
a  week  niter  they  ^ar#  submitted  but  the  park  ms  not  amre  of  these 
arnujgaoftnte  sine©  the  nail  had  b«?en  alswiddreaaed  to  Xosaalte*    OemMots 
b^  the  parte  staff ,  including  a  desire  for  a  isere  acceptable  bailding 
4«el0),  did  not  reach  the  ■  ashingUsi  Office  before  the  plans 

16. 


Ussi  Censtruetlfljn..    All  contract.  Service  and. 
construction  projects  Fansined  closed  dswn  for  the  u*inter» 


m  are  awaiting  plans  from  the  Eastern  design  Office  for  the 
Canyon  electric  system  and  the  Fishing  Bridf*©  eaapground  oo&forb  stations. 


Utilities.    On  &eea*b«r  3$,  L«     *     Ullaaw,  Montana  Gosmercial 
,  S.  a.  Caapbell,  Supervising  Bngineer,  and  Louis  Itopardt, 


Bwf  Mountain  states  Tel^shone  and  Telegraph  Oospinjr,  Helena, 
l,  net  with  ieting  ftiperintandent  Hsoilton,  Park  I^ntoeape  Architect 
Itottaon  and  EUetrical  Supervisor  Mdtollin  to  the  3uperiiitendeBt*8 

Office  to  present  a  revieed  proposal  for  that  Cejgpsn^  to  furnish  tele- 
in  this  area,    The  general  sehnssss  appeared  satisfactory 
Telephone  Owapanj  officials  u&H  present  cost  estlmtes  on  the 


fe£f< 


13-24  and  10-771  attached 


In  triplicate 

Copgr  to  Region  fm  y/a  B 

Files  (2)>/ 
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PROTECTION  DIVIS:  PORT 


i. 


Weather 


Wei    wai    -':■  './  unsettled  t  an  aver 

precipitation,  Snow  storms  during  the  first  as     the  month  were 
followed    tx  »«   jnal  r^ia  beginning      20th*  ^2 .72  inches  of 
rain  Was  recorded  fro     22nd  to  the  2kth.   i  total  of  h*06   inches 
precipitatim  is  -—re  than  double  the  average  and  the  most  since  1 
when  3.89  inches  was  rseor .,.  .  f  -■  worst 

in  history  with  27#16  inches  precipitation  recorded  from 
throu     oh,  Charlie  Russell's  "Last  of  the  ;.  ted 

showing  the  hard  extreme  conditions  or  that  wint  .       ir  of  1 
had  2  .01  inches  precipitation^  1921  -  2 #25  inches |  191?  -  2.23 
and  1916  -  2.1*7  inches.  Those  are  the  only  years  since  1901  with 
2  inches  of  precipitation  recorded, 
-v 

"  The  Gardiner  road  was  closed  on  the  23rd  because  of  rock 
slides. 

It  was  reported  that  snow  courses  n.  ;  trance  set 

all-time  records  £©*      ry  1  in  depth         lontent. 

..nimum  at  Mammoth 

Total  precipitation 

atest  snow  depth 

death  *?,nd   of  month  - 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel 

Berth  Entrance  recorded  kl  first  enta^  and  53  re-entry 

cars,  with  303  passengers.  Kortheast  had  •  -?&~eni 

vehicles,  with  133  passengers,  for  a  total  136  and  assengers. 
This  is  comparable  to  last  month'     ht  trsv 

aoads  were  closed  to  public  travel  w  ith  the  e  accept  ion  of  the 
portion  in  the  north  end  of  the  park  from     ser  to  Cooke,  Mo  tana. 
The  highways  were  plowed  to  Lake,  'Id  Faitfaf       -st  Yellowstone 
through  the  17th  for  the  buffalo  reduction  -ily  a  very 

limited  amount  of  travel  was  permitted  through  to  West  Yellowstone. 


-    hk  degrees 
7  d®&" 

12/23 

12/m 

-     .           rhes 

12  inches 

12/19-12/21 
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There  was  a  small  amount  of  oversaw  .  Lcular  travel  in 

the  park.  Pour  tarf       lade  by  snowmobile  .  .est  "^ello.  stone, 

beginning  December   .  sarryinr-:  33  passengers,  and.  an©  snowplane 

came  in  througn  th--  South  Entrance  carrying  two  passenger  . 

Inspections 

tal  Director  Baker  arrived  in  the  park  on  the  2n 
was  taken  to  Old  Faithful  on  the  3rd  by  Assistant 
Hamilton  to  observe  buffalo  reduction 

Specie  lelvin,        in  the 

Of 'ice  on  the  13th  ■  st  on  law  enforc      ttsrs. 

Chief  Ranger  Brcnm  and  Assist 
frequent 

vision  i    ntrol  of  the  progrs  . 

Illness 

Tom  KLa,  ill  since  September  V)3  19;  iraed  to  t 

hospital  at  Llv  m  the  able  to  return 

home  on  the  23rd,  an;  at  the  end  of  tl  was  recuperating  at 

home  and  progress!  ;■■  /  nice 

tiscelianeous 

Grand  Teton  i 

that  their  rs  icy  changed  from  jte?  ^G  to  3215  KG  effective 

the  7th. 


era 


In-Service  I 


o  excellent  training  films, 
and  "usin  .^ely"  were  shown  to  by  rsonnel 

'  on  the  1st. 

Accidents  and  Public  Safety 

One  Class  Minor  and  one  Class  A  ac         its  occurred,  both 
involving  goverrnient  vehicles,     Poor  v  .  snow  covered  r 

w«re  partial  causes  of  both  accidents.  accident  invo! 

a  buffalo  which  was  apparently  not  injure  . 
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Building  Fire  Protect!  ;i 

£he  annual  fire  hazard  inspection  o       «nt  buildings 
in  the  Hajesoth  Vj  Huge  area  was  acco'irplishe  d  dicing  December.  At 
the  same  t  m   all  fire  extinguishers  were      t  and  filled  or  re- 
charged as  necessary*  All  replacements  of  unserviceable  extin    hers 
were  made  at  the       inspect.!.--  ptiors  wh«s 

suitable  re  lacements  are  act    hand*        ishers  no-     >rder 
should  adequate!  - 

General  Publicity 

Total  Broadsides  on  hand 

Prel  began  on  the  nsn       r»  of  the  Annual  Travel 

Report. 

Protection  and  -iai'i     ;-I5fi£® 

Personnel:  Park  Rangers  (General)  Lacy  and  McLaren  remained 
on  duty  throughout  the  month.  Lacy  moved  from  Lake  District  to 
Mammoth  on  the  l£th,  and  McLaren  frc;  i  strict  to 

Lamar  District  on  the  same  date,  District  Rangers  Steve      Gurphy 
moved  to  Mammoth  on  the  l£th. 

E£  ective  December  k,   w«  Ted  Hac  ^ed  fro®  Park 

Ranger  GS-5  to  Supervisory      anger  ■  ■■■   . 

Park  'Gangers  (General)  Guitoa,       i  ssL&ren  took  the 
Federal  intranet  i&ti  >n  (P:       r  Option)  on  December  10. 

Annual  leave  was  taken  as  fol 

Chief  Ranger  Bream*  12/27  "'r 

Assistant  Chief   q     :  'l<       -  end  of  month 

jtrict  Ranger  Gilbert,  12/     n     :'     " 

District  Hanger  Heyn  -Ids,  \   -  12/9 

District  Hanger  Stevens,  f\$  th     :md  of  aaonth 
Supervisory  Park  'Rzm?»r 

Supervisory  Park  Ranger  18    ,! 

Park  Ran-             W  l?/?2         M     n 

Park  Ranger  (General)     -en   12/21  ■ 

Smokejumper  Squadleader  12/16    H           " 

Guard  England  12/29        "     "     n 

Other  members  of  the  Protection  Division  took  annua1  leave  for 
short  periods  as  duties  permi  tted. 

J.  Josephine  Learner  was  employed  12/29  and  12/30  as  Statistical 
Glerk  to  as  1st  in  the  preparation  of  the  Annual  Travel  figures. 
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Activities*  Chief  Ranger  Brown  attended  the  Superintendent's 
staff  meeting  on  the  I5th$  made  field  inspections  of  the  buffalo 
reduction  operations  on  the  1st  sm  6th.  He  attended  the  Southwestern 
District  Montana  Wildlif    nation  meeting  at  Three  Forks,  Montana 
on  the  11th  with  Assistant  Chi&f  Ranger  Edwards  and  Biologist  Kittaras* 
Field  activities  included  hunting  patrols  a '    he  north  and  northwestern 
portions  of  the     rhen  hunting  seasons  were  in  effect j  buffalo  control 
activities  and  preparations  for  elk  reduction,  arc  1'  r  trapping.  Assistance 
was  given  to  the  Hlectrieal  Division  in       nee  or  phone  lines 
several  ti  tea  c       i  'month  by  transportin  to  take 

phone  line  repai  . 

Law  Enforcement 

There  were  several  cases  unde         tion  d 
particularly 
office  several  t  -     jonnection  wit  ;stions« 

veral  hours  were  spent  a  'lag  inquiries  from 

various  invest!  atlve  agenci  of  this  park, 

Frank  otandish,  Corwin,  -oved  an  elk  carcass  from 

the  park  in  the  vicinity  .on  December  3,  V)$$»     This  case 

was  heard  before  the  '.'.  3,  Commissioner  and  the  fine  of  -S10  was  suspended. 

Wildlife  and  Fish    i  ral  Activiti 

The  bison  reduction  program  was  completed  on  the  12 th  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  orders,  and  the  total  '      date  (at  the  end  of  the 
month)  was  3%*     Total  kill  for  December  was  19$  bison.  A  few  small 
orders  remain  to  be  filled  in  January, 

Live  tP      of  elk  began  on  the  end  of  the 

month,  $9   elk  were  trapped  and  turned  over  to  the  State 
forty  were  shipped  to  the  State  of  the 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department. 

A  total  of  1?£  elk  have  been        direct  control  dux 
the  morth,  with  all  but  60  tesiu         Ins  week  beginning  12/18/  . 

The  Bureau  of  Prisons,  Department    I  stice,  issued 
invitations  to  bid  for  elk  butchers  and  awarded  the  contract  to 
John  Kicks,  Quick  dree^e  Lockers,  Livingston,  Hontaaa  and  arrangements 
have  been  completed  to  Degin  filling  this  ords     ■"•  January  1. 

Hunting  was  reopened  in  Area  3  (&    ■ -r-Jardine  area)  on 
December  18  and  a  kill  of  about  £00  was  ob      in  the  first  two  d 

At  the  eni.  of  the  month  an  estimated  kill  of  900  had  been  obtained  in 

this  ar*»a.  An  estimated  figure  must  be  used  since  the  State  is  not 
operating  a  checking  station. 
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Biologist  Kitiams  rode  t       -Slough  Greek  and  Hell- 
roaring  Creek-Yellowstone  River  areas  on  horseback  for  a  migration 
study  and  elk  count  beginning  the  week  of  the  7  th,  and  again  on 
the  lljth.  Adverse  weather  had  brought  a      arge  migration  down 
the  Yellowstone  River,  leaving  very  few  animals  in  the  higher  draina 

masses  delivered  during  December  i. ■  .   s  follows: 

Wind  Hive      :y,     Fc 
Northern  Giieyenne  Agency 
Pierre  Agency, 
Lower  3ruel  Tri  , 
Cow  Creek  Tribe, 
Three  Affiliate     es, 
Blackfeet  Schools , 
Blackfeet  Hospital, 
31ackfeet  Tribe, 
National  Park  Service 


Plk  carcasses  delivered  during  Dec  as  fol 

Three  Affiliated  Tribes,  Newtown,  S.   kota  12/7 

Cow  'Greek  Tribe,        Pierre, 

Lower  Druel  Tribe,       Pierre,    .  3 

Crow  Greek  Tribe,        Pierre,   .  .  3 

Pierre  Agency,          Pierre ,    .  12 

Standing  Roc     oy     Fort  Yates,   .   .  a!27 

-1  -  160 

National  Park  Service  -less  6 

Destroyed  carcasses  2 


ashaki< 

10 

12/2 

j  Deer, 

12/2 

Pierre,  . 

: 

12/7 

Pierre,  S.  Dakota 

3 

12/7 

Pier-  ...   . 

5 

12/7 

Newtown,  .   ikota 

11 

12/7 

Browning  <    .tana 

30 

12/7 

Brownin  g,   •■■•tana 

2 

12/7 

ting. 

V 

12/16 

7 

12/28 

Tot-   - 

209 

_'-,  <•-'■■' 

A  fourth  beaver  was  re  v  h  water  supply 

intake  during  the  months  The  c  arcass  was  t     over  to  the 
Division  for  study  and  proba 

Fish 

On  the  12th  Hess  .  oyd  Ophei  ;ana 

Fish  and  Gsme  Department,  and  Lowell  -  •  .   -sh  & 

Service  together  with  members  of  the  Protee  m,  including 

Chief  Ranger  3rown,  Assistant  Superintender  dlton  and  Chief 


...     ■ 

J 

- 

- 
- 


Naturalist  Condon   discussed  the  dead  .fish  situation  on  the  Yellowstone 
and  Gardner  Rivers,  and  performed  some  shocking  operations  to  at 
fish  for  samples*  The  investigation  is  continuing  at  the  end  of  the 
month  cut  nothing  concrete  has  been  found  to  cause  the  death  of  la 
numbers  o  1  species  in  th         os  and  Gardner  :iv- 

Trails 

A 
shop  du.         tfo« 

Ranch  and 

Six  horses  and  sold 

at  public  sale  for  HO  each. 

Forest  /ire  Protection 

The  Fire  Atlas  inclusions  for  the  X9$$  season  wers  trans- 
mitted to  the  Region  and  the  Director's     es« 

The  For  st  ^nd  Ju       re  port.:-.)1     .'   Annual    stry 
Report  for  1°5>5>  were  nearly  completed  month  • 

BIG  :1JI      .;  XELD  __     tL  MOMI 

•  ck  on  the  aanufr  lg     »f  Bat 
this  project  is  now  approximately  30.     l&ted* 


,  :  own 
Chief  Ranger 


! 


— 


i 


- 
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1RVICE 

9  27 

'5 

GO                     ^2; 

>i 

i 

-Memorandum    ^ 

To: 

Super 

intendent 

From: 

Park 

Engineer 

D2615 

January  2,  1956 


Subject:  Monthly  report  of  the  activities  during  December,  1955f 
under  the  supervision  of  engineering. 

December  1  Mr.  Thomas  Hyde  entered  on  duty  as  Sanitation 
Engineer . 

All  the  engineering  force  was  on  annual  leave  sometime 
during  the  month. 

All  the  construction  projects  remained  closed  down  for  the 
winter « 

Snow  plowing  and  sanding  operations  kept  the  road  maintenance 
crews  busy  during  the  month.  Snow  fall  was  heavy  and  high  winds 
caused  drifting.   The  buffalo  reduction  program  required  additional 
plowing. 

Several  days  of  rain  and  thawing  weather  caused  bad  rock 
slides  in  the  Gardner  river  canyon  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  the 
road  the  night  of  December  2i3. 

The  snow  has  a  high  water  content  and  very  tough  plowing 
is  anticipated  for  the  spring  opening  of  the  roads. 

Very  high  winds  just  before  Christmas  blew  down  large 
numbers  of  trees  on  the  roads  and  telephone  lines.   The  roads  were 
plowed  Mammoth  to  West  Yellowstone  and  the  down  trees  removed  from 
these  sections.   It  was  necessary  to  use  the  V-plow  to  get  through. 

We  are  awaiting  plans  from  the  WODC  for  the  Canyon  electric 
system  and  the  Fishing  Bridge  campground  comfort  stations. 


Philip  H.  Wohlbrandt 
Park  Engineer 
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